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{" from around the world. The harbor IS also a ccmidgr
for many marine species as they travel between them: Ky,
estuary and the ocean. '

This activity book introduces you to the fasCinating |
marine life in and around Port Canaveral. A healthy A
#7 harbor is vital to support the diverse marine
b communities. Please do your part to recyCle or d is;aose,'L
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hard, thick skin called "

callosities around their
heads. The callosities
|ook white because
little crustaceans,
called whale lice, live
oh them. Baby whales,
Called calves, develop
callosities soon after
they are born ahd have
them their entire

life.

Match the Right Whales

e

Directions: gcientists use callosities to identify individual North

| Atlantic right whales. Canh you help the scientist by drawing a line
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| 5). A large,

f slow-moving
mammal that
€ats seagrass

| 6). Reptiles that
hide in their
shell and lay
eggs on the

beach

| 7). This animal has
long tentacles |
that sting
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1). An uhderwater anhimal with two
shells that lives in the sand

2). This animal grows in a hard shell |
attached to underwater roCks
anhd pillars

3). A playful mammal that swims in
groups Called pods

4). Animals with a hard shell, two
pinching Claws, ahd eight

walking legs




CONNECT
THE DOTS

Fun FacCt: Spoonbills are

hamed For the shape of their
beak. Baby Spoonbills have

thin, straight beaks that do

not widen until adulthood. The
spoon shape helps them CatCh
fish in the water. 5
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WORD SCRAMBLE

BOLSONLPI 'lb‘hif< bird is often rose-colored anhd has a spoon-shaped |
ea : |
NWOYS GETER Tlhis wading bird has Yellow feet and beautiful white |
plumes
BSUI This white bird has black wing tips, red face and long ’
red |legs and a lonhg curved beak
LPAENIC A large brown bird with a pouch on its neck that helps
SCoOop Up fish
NPSIPAERD This bird runs in-ahd-out of the waves searching for
, periwinkles
PROYSE This predatory bird, sometitmes Called the fish eagle,
uses its sharp Claws to CatcCh fish
GSLELAU : This bird is found around fishing boats waiting for
sCraps of food
MCMOON ETNR This bird has a black head and white body and hides its
hest ih the sand dunes
SAYUTER A place where the river meets the ocean and many
birds hunt for fish
AORHBR A place where boats are anchored to protect them
from the wind anhd waves
TFuh Fact: Unlike most birds, the Common Tern does not

build its nest in a tree. Instead, it builds it in
the sand dunes using seaweed and (oCal
plants. The Common Tern usually
hests in colonies with thousands of

Logf-billed Dowitcher\
- birds.

B




Sally the sea turtle is trying to find
her way to the Gulf Stream. Cah you
2% help her?

!
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Rm FACE: Baby sea turtles, Called hatchlmgs, aKe their way {-‘rom the sandy neSt,
{ across the beach, through the waves, and out to sea. Beach lights should stay low during
Y sea turtle hesting season to help keep the babies on their ocean path. Female sea turtles
- | return to the beach from May through Qctober to lay eggs, but male sea turtles spend
0\ thelr entire Il{-‘e at sea




IDENTIFYING TURTLE TRACKS
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4&“ ¥ Loggerhead turtles Can be identified by the ¢ scutes on
-\ each side of their shell. Their tracks are about 25 inches
(\) v wide with a smooth center and no tail mark. The flippers
. y . make curved marks that |0ok like commas. They alternate
Q \ on each side from where the turtle moved one flipper and
e i then the other.
[oggerhead

Green turtles have a Similar shell to [Loggerheads, but
they have 5 scutes on each side. Their traCks are about
35 inches wide with a defihed line in the center wWhere the
tail dragged. The flippers leave patterns that |00OK |ike
butterflies and are even oh eacCh side from moving both
flippers together. #5.

Leatherback turtles have a different pattern on their shell.
They have 5 ridges that run from head to tail. Their tracks
are very Similar to (Greeh turtle tracks but [,eatherback
turtles are much bigger and therefore their traCks are a
lot bigger. They are about ¢5 inCches or wider with a thin,
Clear trail from the tail and similar flipper patterns to
Green turtles.

o S,

Leatherback

TFunh FaCt: Canaveral biologists use the mother turtle’s sand tracks
t0 determine where the nests are ahd wWhat type Of turtle eggs are
in it. EaCh morning during hesting season, the biologists monitor the
beacCh for hew hests anhd record the |oCation from the sandy clues.
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= | protect the duh , p
% dunes provide pher *rtoases and ether uhique spec:es It's | £
important hot kon t s and disturb them. | .

Mangrove Sea 0ats
Prickly pear cactus Palm tree
Hibiscus Geagrass
Saw palmetto Gea grapes
Sandburs Cawgrass
Cattail Elephant ear
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Estuaries are important ~e 'Olp h’n MaZ@

habltats, Full Of mangroves. Mahgroves s

| have long thih roots that hold the tree i
B above the water. These roots provide a |
= Safe habitat for fish and birds. Mangroves |

g "
Q,

Dash the dolphin is trying to get to the estuary where there’s plenty of fish to
eat, but he needs your help. Can you show Dash the safest way to the estuary?
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Of them. [LoCal divers often catch Lionfish ahd serve

hative habitats. Once they are here, it's hard to get rid
= them up for a aSt)/ meal.

TFun Facts Invasive species cause a lot of damage to
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fﬁm FaCt: Despite their beauticul )
blue and purple colors, Portuguese man-
Of-Wars are dangerous ahimals. A manh-
Of-war’s tentacles are about 30 feet
long, but sometimes they canh be more
thanh 100 feet. These tentacles produce
a vehomous sting that is deadly to prey.
For people, the sting is not deadly, but
it is very painful. Make sure you |ook
out anhd don’t step on this ahimal when
\ Playing at the beach. y
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